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Eagle Lake phone books due 

Eagle Lake telephone renowned western art 
customers will beffin sculptor Gerald Sanders of 
receiving the 1983 edition of Pampa. Sanders is a retired 
the Southwestern Bell Southwestern Bell lineman, 
directory this week. 

Mailing of more than 
3,800 directories should be 
completed within a few 
days, according to Paul 
Johnson, manager for com 
munity relations. This 
year's directory contains 
3,080 listings on 21 white 
pages. 

The cover features the 
sculpture titled "After the 
Storm," carved by 

Colorado County By Jim Brousiord 

Sheriff's Report 

Fort Bend singles club 
meets this Thursday 

J'he Fort Bend Singles 
b will meet from 7:30 

until 10:30 p.m. this 
Thursday, August 11 at the 
R o s e n b e r g A m e r i c a n 
Legion Hall for business, 
conversation and dancing. 
All age singles are invited 
and come as guests of the 
club. 

You can reach Esther at 
232 5321 for more infor 
mation after 6 p.m. 

MOMENTS WITH MISTY 

"TO LISTEN OR NOT 
TO LISTEN, THAt IS) 
THE QUESTION!" 

-Ebert 

Unfortunately, I must project ttiis 
" you can unload all your problems 
pn me" kind of face because it tiap 
pened again — anottier person just 
unloaded ttieir personal problems on 
me. I know ttils could probably be 
classified as self induced 
masoctiism for sitting there and 
listening, but believe me v»/tien I say, 
" I am not a masoctiist! I am a per 
son ttiat loves God, loves people and 
desires very mucti to assist people in 
ttieir t ime of need." Actually, ttie 
act of unloading is sometimes tielp ' 
ful and tiealttiy. I enjoy counseling 
and stiaring witti.ottiers. As an aside, 
I recently was cal'ed for jury duty. 
Surprisingly, ttie defense attorney 
wtien addressing us prior to ttie tr ial 
stated, " I know I tiave a mean 
looking face; I keep it ttiat way on 
purpose. Have you ever tieard of 
anyone unloading all ttieir problems 
on a mean person?" Litt le did he 
know how applicable his statement 
was to me in particular and possibly 
to you as you read this article. I am 
not purporting for all of us to s'ud 
denly cliange Our facial expresssrons 
to that of a mean person; however, I 
would like for you to consider the 
following aspects when you feel the 
need to talk to someone whether they 
be a spouse, friend, neighbor, fellow 
employee, or minister, etc.: 

(1) Please consider carefully 
whom you choose to talk with. A 
close friend that is not a neighbor or 
fellow employee, and (or) your 
minister are obviously better 
choices. 

(2) If the matter you wil l be 
discussing is in regard to a conflict 
w i th someone else (arid it usually 
is), would it not be better in the long 
run to discuss it with the person in 
volved? You wil l need to solve the 
conflict with that person eventually 
anyway. Why not discuss it with 
them now before the situation 
becomes "blown out of proportion." 
Communication Is one pf the most 
important keys In h u m l n relation 
ships. Most of the t ime the person 
never intended to hurt you; maybe 
you are too sensitive. Well, tfiat is 
another subject within itself! 

(3) When stiaring your problems or 
talking with others, you should not 
allow the conversation to uninten 
tlonally lead into a gossip session. 
Please do not repeat what you have 
heard about others and especially 
the very private things that someone 
shared with you. Wives are no ex 
ception to this rule. For example, a 
fr iend of mine and her husband were 
having marital problems We were 
carpooling and every day for an hour 
dr iv ing to town in the mornifig and 
an hour coming home in the evening, 
she would discuss her problems. We 
were able to work through some of 
the them. Eventually, she started 
sharing very private things at>out 

-her hysbaod, especiatty—1^««9*-

habitually reveals or relates per 
sonal or sensational facts. No matter 
how unintentional it may seem when 
we discuss someone, gossip is 
gossip. We all have been victimized 
or devastated by gossip and it really 
hurts. Tliere are three cr i ter ia to 
consider before committ ing this 
ghastly deed: (a) Is what you know 
the absolute truth? (b) Does this in 
formation need to be repeated? (c) 
AAost importantly, _what you are 
about to repeat, is it kind? That old 

'rule, " I f someone wil l talk about 
someone else to you, you can rest 
assured that they wi l l talk about you 
to someone else" is stil l applicable 
today. What bothers me more about 
this is that some of these people have 
no qualms or remorse for having 
done sol 

Also, we can all relate to the 
"preconceived idea" concept. M a n / 
times t)efore we ever meet a person, 
someone wil l f j l l us in whether we 
want them to or not. Unfortunately, 
no matter how har.d we t ry not -to 
form preconceived ideas about 
someone, it happens anyway and it 
affects our attitude toward that per 
son. This is very unfair to the in 
dividual. In a courtof law at least we 
can defend ourselves, but how can 
we defend ourselves when we do not 
know what is being said. I have 
found a wonderful l i tt le saying that I 
keep on my desk at work. It helps in 
a tremendously subtle way not only 
to prevent someone from gossiping 
to me and (or) my having to in 
terrupt the person and say I would 
rather not hear this (thereby hurting 
their feelings and probably making 
me their ne*t gossip project), but- it 
also motivates them to higher and 
better things. It is a follows: 

Bright people talk about ideas. 

Mediocre people talk about things. 

Small people talk about other 
people. 

(5) When you need to talk to 
someone, please do not "over ta lk" 
your welcome. Some people just 
naturally talk too much to begin 
with, but to take advantage of an 
available ear is the most unpar 
donable sin. It benefits neither you 
nor the listener. You can really lose 
friends fast! Did you know that a 
person who talks too much, 
" ramrods" everyone he(she) comes 
in contact with like a job superinten 
dent, knows everything there is 
about everything (so do not confuse 
them with the facts), and that con 
tinuously unloads and'-eor gossips is 
the person whom everyone avoids 
like a plague? Then they wonder 
why no one l ikf ts ' thf im and-con 
sequently, they have a low 
self esteem problem. 

related to the " t jedroom" situation. 
She was wrong to breach that con 
fidence tiarrier. After this friend 
stated the facts, she ended with, 
" M y husband would ki l l me if he 
knew I had shared this wi th anyone, 
please do not let him know that I told 
you " Consequently, every time I see 
the fellow, I regret her ever telling 
me those things I did not want to 
know in the first place; It makes me 
feel very uncomfortable to say the 
least. In this particular instance, her 
actions reminded me of Proverbs 
11:22, "L ike a gold ring in a p igs 
snout is a t>eautiful woman who 
shows no discret ion" (NIV). 
Needless to say, I chose not to 
remain in the carpool for long. No 
one EVER has the right to disclose 
anything entrusted to them in con 
lidence. It does not matter how 
angry you may be at the time! 

(4) Mr Webster's dictionary 
defines a gossiper as a person who 

These aspects (and many more not 
discussed due to space) are not in 
tended to put anyone down. To the 
contrary, this art icle is intended 
only as a " l ia ison" for those of us 
who at one time or another find our 
selves in the position of either the 
available ear ourselves (not the 
other guy) and consider these 
aspects in our lives. I disagree with 
the philosophy that people cannot 
change You can! It wi l l take a con 
certed ^ff j j f t . though to change the 
pattern of behavior we ' have 
developed over the years. But if we 
do, we wil l change ourselves and 
begin to change the world around us. 
It has to start wi th someone; why not 
let it tiegin wi th us! 

Misty Ebert is a free lance writer, 
speaker, humorist, singer and 
musician, dramatist, and the wife of 
Rev L Ebert, Pastor of Bonus 
Baptist Church, Bonus, Texas. •* 

Michalcik family reunion held 
July 31 at Kucherka's camphouse 
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On August 5th, the 
Colorado County Sheriffs 
office burned what they 
estimated to be ap 
proximately $1.5 million 
worth of marijuana con 
fiscated in the Garwood 
area. To date, two of the 
subjects involved are in 
prison and three more are 
due in court. There were 
two pickup trucks, a cattle 
trailer, and an airplane con 
fiscated during the arrest 
and the sheriffs office is at 
tempting to have these 
vehicles awarded to the 
county by the courts. 

8-1-83: Checked on a 
criminal mischief near 
Eagle Lake. Checked on a 
suspicious subject in the 
F r e l s b u r g a r e a . 
Investigated a criminal 
mischief in the Garwood 
area. Had county court. 
Assisted the game warden 
with road hunters. Issued 
12 traffic citations and ser 
ved five civil citations. 

8 2-83: Assisted a strand 
ed motorist on 71 south. 
Had county court. Had JP 
Court in the A.M. 
Transported a prisoner to 
TDC in Huntsville. Checked 
on a reported prowler in the 
Nada area. Issued 12 traffic 
citations and served four 
civil citations. 
' 8 3-83: Checked on 
suspicious subjects in the 
Glidden area. Assisted with 
traffic for a wide load in 
('olumbus. Assisted with a 
funeral pi'ocession from 
(Jolunibus to Shaws Bend. 
]^rafc%!»ti6tf_a prisoner 
"froiji Eagre Lake to 
(fliumbus. Issued 16 traffic 
dilations and served eight 
civil citations. 

8-4 83: Arrested one for 
d i s o r d e r l y c o n d u c t . . 
Assisted at the scene of a 
vehicle fire on 1693. 
Assisted at the scene of an 

accident in Columbus. 
Assisted at the scene of an 
inquest near Frelsburg. 

Checked on an intoxicated 
subject in Sheridan. Posted 
a citation in the courthouse. 
Checked on a disturbance in 
(iJidden. Issued eight traffic 
citations and served three 
civil citations. 

8 5 83: Checked on a 
disturbance in Alleyton. 
Assisted at the scene of an 
accident on IH-10. Checked 
on reported gun shots 
heard in New Town. 
Checked on an accidental 
shooting in Sheridan. 
Checked on an abandoned 
vehicle on 109. Burned a 
load of marijuana con­
fiscated in Garwood. 
Checked on a burglar alarm 
activating in the Garwood 
area. Checked, on suspicious 
subjects in Garwood. Issued 
seven traffic citations and 
served two civil citations. 

8 6 83: Assisted at the 
scene of a fire northeast of 
Columbus. Checked on an 
abandoned vehicle near 
Rock Island. Investigated a 
disturbance in New Town. 
Investigated a burglary 
near Weimar and one near 
Altair. Checked on a 
disturbance in Alleyton. 
Assisted at the scene'of an 
accident on 90. 

8 7 83: Arrested two for 
trespassing. Checked on a 
criminal mischief in the 
Glidden area. Investigated 
a disturbance near Eagle 
Lake. 

The Michalcik family 
reunion was held in Eagle 
Lake Sunday, July 3,1 at the 
Kucherka's camphouse. 
Descendants of the late 
John and Mary Michalcik 
gathered for a covered dish 
lunch followed by games of 
volleyball and washers, 
fishing and just visiting 
family and making the 
acquaintance of new ad­
ditions to the family. 

All four of the living 
children of the late John 
and Mary Michalcik were in 
attendance including Mrs. 
Mary Taylor and husband 
Willie of Weimar, John 
Michalcik and wife Vlasta of 
H a l l e t t s v i l l e , A l f o n s 
Michalcik and wife Lillie of 
Hallettsville and Mrs. 
Adela Fojt of Cat Spring. 

Others attending the an­
nual affair were: from 
Eagle Lake: Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanley Kucherka, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sonny Breithaupt, Mr. 
and Mrs. Wilbert Kucherka 
and son Mark, Mr. and Mrs. 
Dave Kucherka and 
children Trey and Amy, 
Mrs. Diane Spanihel and 
children Stacey and 
Michelle, and Mrs. Connie 
Gertson and children Sunny 
and Ralphie; 

Also, Mrs. Linda Henske 
and children Kevin and 
Tanya of Agua Dulce; Mr. 
and Mrs. Johnny Michalcik 
and daughter Roxanne, Mr. 
and Mrs. Philip Suter, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Victor 
Michalec and children 
Melissa and Clarissa, all 

from Houston; Mr. and Mrs. 
Stephen Hrncir and son 
Stevie from Louise; Mr. and 
Mrs. Glenn Michalcik and 
children Shanna and Debbie 
from Hallettsville; 

And, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Glueck and 
children, Chris, Doug, 
Danette, Curtis, Jennifer, 
Jeff and Greg from Cat 
Spring; Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
McKeon from El Campo; 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
Poenitzsch and sons Kyle 
and Kevin from Columbus; 
Mr. and Mrs. Brice Taylor 
and Mrs. Carolyn Taylor 
and daughter Daphane 
from Rockdale; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley Kucherka, Jr. 
and Chis KucherkaJrom 
Rosenberg. 

Former Garwood resident, 
Elva AAorf/n, buried here ^ 

. Funeral services for Mrs. 
Ralph E. (Elva Kaziak 
Brown) Martin, 92, of La 
Grange were held Saturday 
at the Travis Street United 
Methodist Church. 
Intermit services were 
held at Lakeside Cemetery 
in Eagle Lake. Reverend 
James Shelton of La 
Grange officiated. 

Mrs. Martin was born in 
Walnut Bottom, 
Pennsylvania, on -July 20, 

1891. She and her husband, 
Ralph, were married March 
18, 1914, at the Scotch 
Ridge United Presbyterian 
Church in Iowa. In 1925 
they and their children 
moved to Garwood. In 1950 
they moved to La Grange. 

She was an active mem 
ber of the Travis Street 
United Methodist Church, 
the Home Demonstration 
Club, and the Afternoon 
Circle. 

Mrs. Martin was 
preceded in death by her 
hu^and on September 12, 
1975. She is survived by her 
daughters, Mrs. Ellen E. 
Battelle of La Grange, Mrs. 
Albert Seargeant (Alice) of 
Brackettville, and Mrs. Ray 
Tribby (Edith) of New 
Oxford, Pa.; a son and 
daughter in law, Mr. and 
Mrs. Samuel B. Martin of 
At water, Ca.; a sister, Mrs. 
Mary Carter of Venice, 

Florida; 14 grandchildren, 
and 22 great grandchildren. 

Among these grand 
children is Mrs. Byron 
Zavesky (Mary) a former 
resident of Eagle Lake who 
now lives in Katy and Mrs. 
David Pavlicek (Carole) of 
Eagle Lake. 

After the services the 
family received friends at 
tht h me of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dr.' <• Stephens, a niece. 
Rci. .'.nd friends that 
attended the services were 
from La Grange, Garwood, 
El Campo, College Station, 
Katy, Stephenville. San 
Antonio, Galveston, Austin, 

Bryan, Hewitt, 
Brackettville and Eagle 
Lake. Relatives also came 
from Parkton, Maryland, 
New Oxford and York 
Springs, Pennsylvania and 
Atwater, California. 

Mildred Boofh 
buried in Missouri 

Cemetery 

• * - . - ^ - ! - ' ^ • -Jr.^. • y - ^ ^ v • 

Sheriff Jim Broussard, at left with a rake, helps tend to the burning 
marijuana the county disposed of last week. Assist ing in the burning were 
county jail trustees. (Photo by The Weimar Mercury) 

Mildred Booth, a long 
time resident of Eagle 
Lake, died Friday evening 
in Southwest Memorial 
Hospital in Houston. Mrs. 
Booth had suffered a 
lengthy illness. 

Memorial services were 
held Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
from the Christ Episcopal 
Church with the Rev. 
George Welsch officiating. 
Graveside services and in­
terment were held 
Wednesday at 11:30 at the 

Oak Hill t;emelery m 
Kirkwood, Missouri. The 
Rev. Charles Rehkp of 
ficiated. 

Mrs. EkK)th was born 
March 31,1898 in St. Louis, 
Missouri to George Hurst 
Bowles and Margaret 
Caylor Bowles. She was a 
member of Christ Episcopal 
Church-of Eagle Lake. 

Contributions may be 
made to the Christ 
Episcopal Church Memorial 
Fund. 

Area Church Services 
ribiiUHMa 

Attend The Church of Your Choice 

The First 
National 

Bank 
Member F.D.LC. 

Eagle Lake 

Rice Drug 
Store 

"We Do Our Best" 
Phone 234-2888 

Eagle Lake 

Schindler 
LPG,lnc. 
Phone 234-3314 

Eagle Lake 

City of 
Eagle Lake 

Utililiaf 
Department 

CHURCHOF CHRIST 

Columbus, Texas 
Minister Roy V Palmer 

815 Milam Street 
Sunday worship 

I I A M & 6 P W 
Sunday school 10 AM 

Wed Service: 7:30 PM 

LISSIE U N I T E D 
METHODISTCHURCH 

Lissie, Texas 
Rev Wm Couvillion, 

Pastor 
Sunday 

ChurchSchool9 45 AM 
Morning Worship 11 AM 
Youth Fellowship 5 PM 

Children's 
Fellowship* P M 

Evening Worship 6 PM 

ST M A R Y S C H U H C H 

Bo»»7 758 331B 
Nada Texas 77460 

Rev Msgr Victor G 
5chmidt?insl<y. Pastor 
Masses on Saturdays at 

5:00^7 00 P M 
AAasses on Sundays at 

7 60 8i« 30 A m 
Confessions on Saturdays 

GRACE L U T H E R A N 
CHURCH 

Rev Paul Krupicka. 
Pastor 

Sundays: 
9 15 AM Church School 

10.30 AM Divine Worship 
The members and pastor 

of Grace Lutheran 
welcome you to come wor 
ship with them 

L E H R E R M E M O R I A L 
U N I T E D M E T H O D I S T 

CHURCH 

Garwood. Texas 
Efl ieMay Young. Pastor 
9 45 AM Sunday Church 

School 
I I 00 A M Morning . . 

Worship 

THE U N I T E D 
M E T H O D I S T C H U R C H 

Rev Charles E Runk. 
Pastor 

Sunday Services 
Sunday School 9 45 A M 

'Choir Practice 10 35 AM 
Worship Service 10 55 AM 

Wednesdays: 
Youth Club 3:30 P M 

from 4 00 to 5 00 P M and 
on Weekdays before the 

Masses 
Visitors are always 

Wtkomel 

ROCK ISLAND 
METHODISTCHURCH 
Effie May Young Pastor 

Pastor 
9 00 AM Morning Worship 

E A C L E L A K E 
GOSPEL MISSION 

Rev Emil Burger 
Sunday School '0 AM 

Mornino Worship 11 AM 

wrwiiinaiv i i i PM 
Evangelistic Service 

ROCK ISLAND 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

10 AM Sunday School 
)' AV Morning Worship 

5 00 PM Evening Worship 

CHRIST I f ISCOPAU 
CHUaCN 

Rev George T Welsch 
10 00 AM Sunday 
Holy Communion 

and Sermon 
10 00 AM Wtdnmday 

Moty Communion 

FIRST P R E S B V T E R I A N 
CHURCH 

Rev Michael Barron, 
Pastor 

SundaV School 9 45 AM 
Morning Worship 

10 30 A M 
P Y F S:30PM 

FIRST 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

Rev Don Postell, Pastor 
Sunday Services 

Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Morning Worship 11 AM 

Nigljtly Service 7 Phf, 

O U R L A O V O F 

CHURCHOF CHRIST 

Sheridan, Texas 
Sunday Services: 

Morning Services 11 A M 
Bible Services 10 AM 

Evening Worship* PM 

OUR LADY OF 
GUADALUPE 

CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

Rev Ray Widacki, Pastor 
Guadalupe Terrace 

Addition 
Sunday Mass at 10 30 A M 

Mass on Tuesdays and 
Fridays at 7 00 PM 

BONUS 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

Highway 103. 
Bonus. Texas 

713 234 2J05 
Pastor 

Rev Ronald L Ebert 
. Sunday School 9 30 AM 

Morning Worship 
10:30 AM 

SHERIDAN FIRST 
— t * * T n T C * « m « » t — 

Rev Steve Williams. 
Pastor 

Nursery Provided •> 
Sunday School 10 AM 

Worship Service 11 AM 
Training Union* 30 PM 

E vening Worship 7:30 P M 
Wtdnesdav frtytr 

Meeting 7 30 PM 

VINE OF THE LORD 

Paul Aguilar, Pastor 
Sunday School 1 00 PM 

Sunday Preaching Service 
} 00 PM 

Wednesday Service 
7 30 PM 

GETHSEMANI 
BAPTIST MISSION 

901 B Street, Eagle Lake 
Sunday School9 45 AM 

Preaching Services: 
11 AM and 6:30 P M 

Wednesdays 
Prayer Service 7 30 PM 

G R E A T E R M T . O L I V E 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

Rev R Kiser Pastor 
705 Lake, Phone 234 3545 

Eagle Lake, Texas 
Sunday School 9 30 AM 
Morning Worship 11 AM 
Baptist Training Union 

6:30 PM 
Evening Worship 7 00 PM 
Thursday Prayer Meeting 

& Teachart' AAeeting 7 P M 

THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF 

LATTER DAY SAINTS 

Landmark BIdg , Main St , 

Sealy, Texas 
H D Geigley. 

— p t R P t i u a i H e L P — 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Rev Ray Widacki. Pastor 
Sunday Mast at 9 00 AM 

and Saturdays at 7 00 PM 
Mass Wednesdays at 7 PM 
and Thursdays & Fridays 

at 7 00 AM 

HOLY CROSSCNURCH 

East Bernard, Texas 
M a t M t 

Saturday* X P M f u l f i l l ! 
Sunday obligation 

Sunday 7 a n d * AAA 
WMlidayt * A M 

TuM a Thur i : t P M 

Wpayip S e m u — 
7 M Friday 

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Eagle La1^|!teias 
Rev i Mclburn Sibley, Jr 

Sunday Services 
Sunday School* 45 AM 

Morning Worship 
10 50 AM 

Training Union* M PM 
Evening Worship 7:30 P M 

WednMdayt: 
Prayer Service 7 M PM 
Choir Practices 30 P M 
Nurtary facilitlet open 

Branch Pres 
' Sunday Services: 

Priesthood Meeting 
1:30 AM 

Sunday School 10 00 A M 
Sacrament Meeting 
(Worship Service) 

11:00 AM 

WALLIS 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

Phone 478*512 
Sunday School* 20 AM 

Worship 10 30 A M 
Evening Home 
Meetings 7 P M 

I For information on local 
meetings call 234 3164 pr 

IMJMU 
Wednesday Night 7 00 

Youth Meeting 7:30 Friday 

Spanish Language 
Servicei: Saturday 7 M 

F R I E N O S H I P A O 

M l Wallace 
East Bernard 

Fred Chambers. Pastor . 
Sunday 

Sunday School* 45 A M 
Worship lOiM A M - - * 

Evening Wor4i ( )4 30 PM 
Wednesday 

BIWa Study Family 
Min i t l r lM7 30 P M 

Spallnger 
Hardware 
Charles and Kate 

Spallnger 
123 East Main 

Eagle Lake 

Wlntermann 
and 

Company 
Eagle Lake 

The 
Eagle Lake 
Headlight 
Your Hometown 

Newspaper 

Attend The 
^Church of 
Your Choice 

* , • 

Soil, water districts^started in the 30's 
The following ia provided 

u • historicml perspective 
by the Colorado County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
district, and the accomplish­
ments and contributions that 
they have made over a 
period of almost three 
decades—it is a democratic 
resource development. 

Soil and water conser­
vation districts grew out of 
a need for citizen in­
volvement in the conser­
vation, development, im­
provement and 
management of land and 
water resources. In the 
1930's the warnings of 
Hugh Hammond Bennett 
and the dust storms of the 
early depression period 
succeeded in convincing the 
nation that soil erosion was 
a problem of critical con­
cern. Congress established 
a federal agency — which 
became the U.S. Soil 
Conscfvatioa Serrke — to 

. begin to deal seriously with 
the matter. 

In its first years, the SCS 
developed a modern 
technology of erosion con­
trol and soil conservation. 
Soil surveys were expand­
ed, land capability deter­
minations devised, and con­
servation practices invented, 
improved, and adapted to 
current conditions. But in 

.the process of applying this 
new knowledge to land and 
water problems on farms 
and ranches, it was found 
that efforts were not 
meeting with a maximum of 
success. 

It became apparent that 
really effective oil conser­
vation work was done 
faster and better when 
landowners and operators 
themselves took a large and 
active part in the job. In or­
der to achieve success and 
establish a truly nation­
wide program, a partner­
ship was needed. 

Out of this experience 
was bom the aoU conser­
vation district. In 1937, 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt encouiraged each 
of the 48 states to pass laws 
that would enable local 
people to create a new unit 
of government, an 
organization that would 
have few governmental 
powers but which would 
provide a means for citizens 
to participate in the plan­
ning, spread, and in­
stallation of soil and water 
conservation practices 
needed to protect and im­
prove the land. 

This venture worked and 
worked handsomely . 
TiaiiV^ .each of the 50 
states, plus Puerto Rico and 
the Virgins Islands, have 
passed laws that allow 
districts to be formed. Close 
to 3,000 soil (and water) 
conservatran districts have 
been organized. The prin-
ejple-of local self-govern­
ment has been adopted 
wholeheartedly. Almost 
15,000 citizens administer 
these districts with a 
dedication and an en­
thusiasm that has aroused 
widespread admiration. 

In step with the growth 
of districts, state govern­
ments have strengthened 
their role in soil conser­
vation. State soil and water 
conservation committees, 
commissions, boards, and 
councils, created to help 
;uide the organization of 
districts and assist them in 
performing effectively, 
have devek>ped into impor­
tant resource agencies. In 
order to achieve broader 
objectives, districts have^ 
organized themselves into 
state associations and have 
formed their own national 
association. 

The accomplishments of 
district are many. With the 

'Active aad MMotial aid of 
the U.S. Conservation 
Service and a great number 
of other federal and state 
agencies, districts have 
provided conservatran ser-
ntea te ovw two million 

concerns of districts have 
undergone a gradual 
evolution. First efforts 
were largely directed 
toward the prevention of 
soil erosion and the im­
provement of agricultural 
efficiency and productivity. 
As time passed it became 
evident that soil conser­
vation efforts could not 
proceed without taking into 
account the interrelation­
ships of soil, plant, forest, 
wildlife, and (especially) 
water conservat ion . 
Districts began to 
strengthen their efforts in 
these fields and one trend, 
therefore, has been toward 
more comprehensive and 
better coordinated 
programs of resource plan­
ning, development, and 
utilization. 

Another major trend has 
been as steady expansion in 
group programs of all kinds. 
As Lincoln Piulson, 
secretary-treasurer of the 
Minnesota Association oi 
Soil and water 
Conservation Districts, has 
said, "At first we worked 
mostly with individual 
fanners. Although we con­
tinue to work with in­
dividual farmers, there has 
been a definite trend to 
work with groups of farm­
ers. At first these were 
largely drainage groups or 
projects, later watershed 
projects, and doW com­
munity-wide projects such 
as planning and zoning and 
rural area development 
programs." 

These two trends — 
toward more comprehen­
sive programs and toward 
programs involving larger 
areas of land and groups of 
people — came together 
with the passage in 1954 of 
Public Law 566, the 
Watershed Protection and 
Flood Prevention Act. This 
legislation reflects in­
creasing district emphasis 
on water management and 
the role of conservation 
practices in helping to 
prevent floods and solve 
other community water 
problems. It was to be the 
reason, in part, for the 
widespread change in the 
name of districts to soil and 
water conservation dis­
tricts in the early 1960's 
which confirmed symbol­
ically cooperating land­
owners and agencies in 
water development activ­
ities of every kind. 

In the last few years, 
districts have been taking 
on responibilites in a num­
ber of programs that em­
phasize regional community 
and economic development. 
For example, they are 
sponsoring Resource 
Conservation and 
Development Projects, par 
ticipation in the Great 
Plains Conservat ion 
Program, contributing to 
Rural Areas Development 
efforts, and taking part in 
cropland conversion, rural 
renewal, and area re­
development projects, 
organizational arrange­
ments with cooperation 
state and federal agencies, 
and their ability to repre­
sent the sense of the com 
munity have been valuable. 

There is no question that 
districts have made 
remarkable progress in 
achieving physical conser­
vation objectives. But they 
have made another and 
perhaps more important 
contribution. They have in­
creased the participation of 
local citizens in the affairs 
of resource mana;gement. 

The Soil Conservation 
Law of Texas was enacted 
at the regular session of 
state legislature of 1939. 
The administration of 
Texas Soil Conservation 
Law IS in the hands of the 
landowners. Each district 
has a five member board 
elected by district land 
owners. In Texas there is 
also a five member state 
board elected by lan­
downers. 

The foundation of the soil 
and water conservation 
districts is our soil and to 
date there has been soil 
surveys completed on 77 
percent of our State. 

Soil Conservation 
Service, of course, is only a 
part of the Lone Star 
Conservation team. There 
are 197 conservation 
districts governed by 985 
directors. Texas' annual 
budget consists of about 1.2 
piillion dollars and the rest 
of the conservation team, 
the most important part of 
the team, is made up of 
more than 186,0(X) farmers 
and ranchers. 

As an example of a Texas 
• «(rtf"SfW%iiier-conservation 
district our local Fayette 
Soil and Water 
Conservation District has 
assisted 1700 interested 
landowners in developing 
conservation practices. The 
most important accom 
plishments has been the 
establishment of conser 
vation measures on the land 
to maintain our natural 
resources and to keep our 
country productive. The 
district has made the public 
aware of the soil losses in 
the long run family 
economics. 

The most beneficial ac­
complishment in the district 
has been the changes in 

land use. These changes 
move crops down into the 
bottom lands which are 
more suitable for that use 
and put the uplands in grass 
and trees. This was made 
possible by improving 
drainage and flood preven­
tion. 

Within our own local 
district the following are 
major practices; livestock 

ponds, pasture planting, 
gully shaping, flood control, 
minimum tillage, and 
wildlife improvement. 

Our local Colorado Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District also assists local 
towns, city government, 
schools, and civic 
organizations with technical 
advice and educational in 
formation. 

How it an began - When 
30 Anson County, N.C., 
landowners started cir­
culating a petition to try to^ 
improve their own and 
neighboring land in the late 
1930's, they had no thought 
of making history. They 
wcye simply interested in 
fighting the erosion that 
was hurting farmland in 
North Carolina's southern 
piedmont. 

The petition's sponsors 
sought support for 
establishing a conservation 
district, defining its boun­
daries, and holding a 
referendum of landowners 
to determine their sen­
timents about the matter. 

Upon completion, the 
petition was mailed to the 
State Soil Conservation 
0)mmittee, itself recently 
established by the 1937 
North Carolina General 
Assembly fol lowing 
passage of the State's Soil 
Conservation Districts 

cooperating Jandowners. 
Many others have received 
informal advice and ser­
vices. And moat important 
of all, every citizen and 
community has benefitted 
from district efforts in 
halting ruinous soil erosk» 
and developing conser 
vatkMi practices that have 
improved our standard of 
livtaf. 

Over this period of nearly 
three decadaa the central 

They have brought into 
being a throng of informed 
and concerned people who 
have given freely to their 
time and effort to learn 
about their resource 
problems and to help make 
the decisions needed to 
solve them. 

This democratic in­
volvement of citizens in 
their government has been 
a contribution—of gyiat 
value. Because districts 
exemplify the principles of 
democracy and federal 
statelocal cooperation, 
they have been able to 
achieve great things in the 
American tradition. 

la I9S7, President 
Rooseielt wrote to the 
governors of all the states, 
recommending legislatkm 
to allow landowners to fonn 
k>cal soil and water eoaeer 
vatkxi diatrteta. 
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SPECIAL VALUES NOW 

AVAILABLE ON RCA HOME ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTS 

Thursday through Sur^day 

August 11,12, 13&14 

We Will Be Open 
This Sunday 

• -•• 10a.m. to4 p.m. 

17" 
ColorTrak 

WitVRernote "• 

^399" 
" B / l Regular »499" 

11 

25' 
XL-100 

Console 

$49995 
Regular Prices Start at »598'"' ^^^ 

19" 
ColorTrak 

^369" 
Other Models WiJJ Be 
MARKED DOWN 11 

Scratched Models REDUCED I 

Many Video Disc 
Movies In Stock 

• Open Friday Night* 
To9p.m. 

PERSONAL SALES, SERVICE 
AND INSTALLATION 

Vic's Radio & TV 
Display in the Nodo Grocery 

Nada . ' 758-3300 

Law. 
The committee, after 

examining the petition, ap 
proved a referendum. The 
election left no doubts 
about how interested 
Anson County farmers 
were in improving erosion 
control. By a lopsided 
margin in 300 to 1, the 
establishment of the 
district was approved. An 
enterprising reporter for 
the Charlotte Observer 
sought out the loq^^farmer 
voting against the district 
and discovered that "the 
one negative voter, after 
the program was explained, 
changed his opinion." 

On August 4, 1947, North 
Carolina Secretary of State 
Thad Eure made history 
when he signed the cer 
tificate establishing the 
Brown Creek Soil Con 
servation District (SCD) 
as the first in the state, the 
nation, and the world. The 
actual charter was issued 10 
days later. 

The event rated large 
headlines in the state's 
daily and weekly press, and 
the news soon spread 
beyond The "̂SfStt'e.' "X°"' 
newspaper article of the 
time written by William D. 
Lee, extension soil conser­
vationist of North Carolina 
State, gave an apt, still 
timely definition of a soil 
conservation district and a 
clear, concise statement^of 
its potential. Where the 
author fell short was in his 
prediction that the district 
would do away with govern­
ment subsidies. He failed to 
foresee the need for state 
and federal funds to 
adequately control erosion. 

Once started, the district 
flourished as it does to this 

day. First Memorandums of 
U n d e r s t a n d i n g w e r e 
worked out with the 
Forestry Division of Ihe 
North Carolina Department 
of Conservation and 
Development and with the 
Soil Conservation Service. 
Hugh Hammond Bennett, 
SCS Chief, had helped 
create the district 
m o v e m e n t i n c l u d i n g 
development of model 
enabling legislation, which 
was quickly enacted by a 
number of State 
legislatures across the 
Nation. 
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WHERE ELSE... 
But in Eogle Lake could you get o 

Sloppy Joe ^^ 
Sandwich (;Ĵ  

and 
Cold Drink 

I 
10A W to3 OOP M on 

Saturday, 
August 13, 1983 

(With eoch $10.00 or more purchase of Eagle Loke 
Chamber of Commerce Member Stores) 
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BOWLERS 
tsr-.-.̂  

New Friday Night 
Mixed League 

Now Forming 
All Interested Parties Call 

Skull Creek Lanes 

234-2583 
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ItsTime 
for 

Home Improvement 
look around your home or business. 

'Think about all those projects you ve 
been putting off. Don't ^a\t any longer 
Come talk to us about a home improve­
ment loan so you con get to work NOW/ 

We Also Have A 

Savings Plan 
To Match Your Needs!! 

Come Visit with Us At 

Colorado County Federal 
Savings & Loan Association 
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LENDER 

HOME OFFICE 
408 Walnut 

Columbua, Texas 

BRANCH OFFICES 
Sealy, Wharton. Katy 

Mason Village, Weimar 
and Schulenburg 
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